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B.C.’S ENERGY EXPANSION: WHAT HAS ACTUALLY HAPPENED?

A guide to The Growing Contribution of Oil and Gas to British Columbia’s

Economy, the new study by Philip Cross for Resource Works – the numbers, the

method and why it matters now

THE STORY IN 60 SECONDS

Early in 2026, Resource Works commissioned Philip Cross – one of Canada’s most experienced economic

analysts, formerly chief economic analyst at Statistics Canada – to produce a definitive, data-grounded account

of what British Columbia’s oil and gas investment has already delivered. That research has now arrived, and it

lands in the middle of a trade war that has made its subject a national question. The completion of LNG Canada

and the Trans Mountain expansion turned a long-argued thesis into measurable fact: major oil and gas projects

deliver large, durable and widely shared returns – and they gave Canada a second engine of growth at the

moment the first one stalled.

When the tariff war hit Canadian manufacturing, it was mining – including oil and gas – that

took the weight. A $16.2-billion rise in Canada’s mining output since January 2023 offset much

of the $21.6-billion decline in manufacturing, and tripled energy exports to China filled most of

the hole left by lost U.S. sales. The projects that made it possible were finished barely a year

before they were needed.

WHY THIS STUDY IS DIFFERENT

Every major assessment of B.C.’s energy build-out until now – including Cross’s own earlier studies – was

written before the projects were finished, and had to rely on models and forecasts of what they might deliver.

This is the first study able to measure the completed projects against recorded results: investment, production,

exports, employment and wages, all from published Statistics Canada data. Earlier studies forecast; this one

counts.

SIX FINDINGS

INVESTMENT SURGED. Oil and gas engineering construction in B.C. rose from less than $5 billion in

2016 to $21.1 billion at the 2023 peak, with $15.6 billion still flowing in 2024. (Figure 1)
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B.C. BECAME CENTRAL TO CANADA’S ENERGY INDUSTRY. The province’s share of Canadian oil and

gas engineering investment rose from under 10 per cent in 2014 to about 30 per cent in 2024, and B.C.

now carries 59 per cent of all pipeline construction in Canada. (Figures 2 and 4)
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PRODUCTION FOLLOWED INFRASTRUCTURE. Real combined oil and gas output rose 92.2 per cent

between 2015 and 2025; the value of production rose more than fivefold, from $3.0 billion in 2019 to
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WHAT CHANGED

Three completed projects – the Trans Mountain pipeline expansion, LNG Canada and the Coastal GasLink

pipeline that feeds it – plus sustained upstream investment in the Montney natural gas fields of northeast B.C.

WHY IT MATTERS NOW

When the United States imposed tariffs in 2025, many economists predicted a Canadian recession. It did not

arrive. The study traces the cushion to the mining expansion set out above (Figure 14) and to a structural fact:

mining is one of only two Canadian industries that sell a majority of their exports to countries other than the

United States – 58.3 per cent in 2025, up from 44.3 per cent in 2023.

The argument that follows is diversification, not resources instead of manufacturing: a country with more than

one engine of growth is harder to shock. And the study shows diversification is physical. It took pipelines,

liquefaction plants, terminals and ports – built years before the crisis – to turn Asian demand into Canadian

income when it was needed. International Energy Agency executive director Fatih Birol underlined the moment

in June: a “once in a lifetime opportunity” for Canada to become a “real energy export superpower.”

WHAT’S NEXT

Europe is now in the market: Germany has signed for natural gas from the proposed Ksi Lisims LNG project in

B.C., expected to attract $30 billion in investment. The study argues demand from Europe and Asia will spur

further investment and productivity gains – if export capacity keeps growing.

$16.5 billion in 2022. B.C.’s share of Canada’s natural gas output climbed from 25.3 per cent to 37.5 per

cent. (Figures 6, 7 and 11)

EXPORT MARKETS DIVERSIFIED. Gas export volumes nearly doubled in the past year as LNG

shipments to Asia began. Energy exports to China more than tripled, from $3.2 billion in 2023 to $9.7

billion in 2025, filling most of the hole left by declining energy exports to the U.S. Asia now buys a

larger share of B.C.’s energy exports than the United States. (Figures 8, 10 and 12)
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EMPLOYMENT EXPANDED. Industry employment more than tripled, from 3,604 in 2001 to 11,328 in

April 2026, and B.C.’s share of Canada’s oil and gas jobs more than doubled, to 8.3 per cent. (Figure 13)
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THE JOBS PAY EXCEPTIONALLY WELL. Average weekly earnings of $2,755.11 are the highest of any

industry in B.C. and more than double the provincial average of $1,356.36.

06



R E SO U R C E  W O R K S ·  M E D IA  B A C K G R O U ND E R  ·  A U G .  2 1 ,  2 0 2 6 0 3

KEY NUMBERS AT A GLANCE

M E A SURE C HA NG E PE RI O D STATC A N TA BLE

Oil and gas engineering construction, B.C. <$5B → $21.1B 2016 → 2023 34-10-0063-01

B.C. share of Canadian oil and gas engineering investment <10% → ~30% 2014 → 2024 34-10-0063-01

B.C. share of Canadian pipeline construction <10% → 59% 2009 → 2024 34-10-0063-01

Real oil and gas production, B.C. +92.2% 2015–2025 36-10-0711-01

Value of oil and gas production, B.C. $3.0B → $16.5B 2019 → 2022 36-10-0711-01

B.C. share of Canadian natural gas output 25.3% → 37.5% 2016 → 2026 25-10-0086-01

Canadian energy exports to China $3.2B → $9.7B 2023 → 2025 12-10-0171-01

Oil and gas employment, B.C. 3,604 → 11,328 2001 → Apr. 2026 14-10-0201-01

Average weekly earnings, oil and gas, B.C. $2,755.11 (2.0× B.C. avg.) Apr. 2026 14-10-0203-01

Mining output rise vs. manufacturing decline, Canada +$16.2B vs. −$21.6B since Jan. 2023 36-10-0434-01

METHODOLOGY

All figures are drawn from published Statistics Canada tables (34-10-0063-01, 34-10-0035-01, 36-10-0711-01, 12-10-0169-01, 12-10-

0171-01, 12-10-0173-01, 25-10-0063-01, 25-10-0086-01, 14-10-0201-01, 14-10-0203-01, 36-10-0434-01), with the source cited on

every chart. Some pipeline data points are suppressed by Statistics Canada for confidentiality; the charts show publicly available years.

Production values are separated into price and volume so that real growth is not confused with price swings.
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